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Mashiah

Transliteration:

messiah
(conversion from Hebrew to English)

Pronunciation: mi-sahy-uh

Strong's: 4899 - mashiah
Definition: 1. the promised and expected deliverer of the Jewish people.
2. Jesus Christ, regarded by Christians as fulfilling this promise and expectation, John 4:25, 26.
3. (usually lowercase) an expected deliverer.
4. (usually lowercase) a zealous leader of some cause or project.
5. (italics) an oratorio (1742) by George Frederic Handel.

Sermon: “Messiah” Scripture Focus: Isaiah 61: 1-3, Luke 4:
14-30, Psalm 2, Matthew 1:1-17

Old Testament usage of Messiah
The Hebrew word meshiahh comes from the root mashahh meaning to smear, often translated
to paint as in Jeremiah 22: 14 He says, “I will build myself a great palace with spacious upper
rooms.’ So he makes large windows in it, panels it with cedar and decorates it in red.” Common
usage frequently associated this word with olive oil. In the ancient Middle East, olive oil had
many uses, including cooking oil, disinfectant, and medicine. Shepherds always carried a flask of
olive oil to smear on both their and their sheep’s injuries. It became the custom to smear olive
oil on the forehead of one appointed to an office. This signified an investiture of authority to
that person. This use (anointing) can be seen in Exodus 29: 7 where Aaron is invested with the
office of High Priest. Take the anointing oil and anoint him by pouring it on his head. This
anointing ceremony was performed on anyone becoming a King, Priest or Prophet in the service
of Yahweh. The ceremony could even be used to dedicate inanimate objects to the service of
God as in Exodus 30: 25-29. Make these into a sacred anointing oil, a fragrant blend, the work of
a perfumer. It will be the sacred anointing oil. 26 Then use it to anoint the tent of meeting, the
ark of the covenant law, 27 the table and all its articles, the lampstand and its accessories, the
altar of incense, 28 the altar of burnt offering and all its utensils, and the basin with its stand.
29 You shall consecrate them so they will be most holy, and whatever touches them will be holy.

The word mashahh also has a broader context, the word being used for those who do God’s
will, even if they were not formally anointed with olive oil. You can see this usage in Isaiah 45:
1- “This is what the LORD says to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I take hold of to
subdue nations before him.” The Greek Septuagint version of the Old Testament renders all
thirty-nine instances of "anointed" (Mašíaḥ) as Χριστός (Khristós). In the Old Testament, the

Hebrew word māshīaḥ or “anointed one” came to be associated with Jesus as the savior of the
Jewish people.

In the Old Testament the word Messiah occurs thirty-nine times. In 1 Chronicles 16: 22 the word
is used to refer to prophets dedicated to the service of God. “Do not touch my anointed
ones; do my prophets no harm.” But it is in the office of the king where the word has come to
have its primary significance. The word has a strong linkage to the office of king such as we
mentioned with Cyrus and also in 1 Samuel 24: 5-6 Afterward, David was conscience-stricken for
having cut off a corner of his robe. He said to his men, “The LORD forbid that I should do such a
thing to my master, the LORD’s anointed, or lay my hand on him; for he is the anointed of the
LORD.” Here Samuel is considered God’s anointed by David. But it was in the person of David
that the word becomes linked to God’s plan for salvation in 2 Samuel 22: 51. “He gives his king
great victories; he shows unfailing kindness to his anointed, to David and his descendants
forever.” Here Messiah becomes linked to David and to his descendants, forever. Daniel 9: 25-
26 uses the word Messiah in a prophecy about a coming savior, fulfilled in the life of Jesus.
"Know and understand this: From the time the word goes out to restore and rebuild Jerusalem
until the Anointed One, the ruler, comes, there will be seven ‘sevens,’ and sixty-two ‘sevens.’ It
will be rebuilt with streets and a trench, but in times of trouble. After the sixty-two ‘sevens,’ the
Anointed One will be put to death and will have nothing. The people of the ruler who will come
will destroy the city and the sanctuary."

New Testament Usage
In the New Testament, the Hebrew word Messiah is linked to Christ in the Book of John. While
the transliterated Aramaic form Messiah is found only twice, in John 1:41 and 4:25, both times
it is followed by the Greek translation Christos. John 1: 41 The first thing Andrew did was to find
his brother Simon and tell him, “We have found the Messiah” (that is, the Christ). John 4: 25 The
woman said, “I know that Messiah” (called Christ) “is coming. When he comes, he will explain
everything to us.”

The evolution of the word Messiah covered hundreds of years until it finally came to rest upon
the person of Jesus of Nazareth. Yet, eight hundred years before his birth, in the time of David,
the word was already pointing inexorably toward the son of a carpenter living near the Sea of
Galilee. By understanding the shepherd roots of the word we are drawn nearer to Jesus’
frequent use of the sheep and shepherd in his parables. Just as shepherds once used olive oil to
heal the injuries of his sheep, so to would Jesus become a healing balm for us through his life
and sacrifice as our personal Messiah.
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